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Subject: Your email of 19 May 2026 with a letter on pesticide residues in food items 

Dear Mrs Cingotti, 

Thank you for your above-mentioned letter (our ref. Ares(2026)5195219) sharing the 

concerns of consumer organisation Foodwatch regarding the presence of residues of 

pesticides in everyday food products, according to recent laboratory tests that you 

commissioned. Director-General Sandra Gallina and Deputy Director-General Claire Bury 

asked me to reply on their behalf. 

I would like to inform you that the recent report by EFSA(1) shows that compliance with 

EU maximum residue levels (MRLs)  for pesticide residues remains high. 

In 2024, national food safety authorities collected, within the framework of the EU-

coordinated multiannual control programme, 9,842 samples of aubergines/eggplants, 

bananas, broccoli, cultivated fungi, grapefruits, melons, sweet peppers/bell peppers, table 

grapes, virgin olive oil, wheat grain, bovine fat and chicken eggs. Of these, 98.8% samples 

were found to be compliant with EU legislation, a result consistent with the 98.7% recorded 

in 2021, when the same selection of products was analysed. No measurable pesticide 

residues were found in 43.1% of samples, while 54.5% contained one or more residues 

within maximum residue levels (MRLs). MRLs were exceeded in 2.4% of samples, of 

which 1.2% were confirmed as non-compliant (meaning they exceeded the MRL after 

considering measurement uncertainty). It is important to note that, in addition, 86,449 

targeted samples were taken based on risks. Of these, 98.2% were found to be compliant 

with the EU legislation. No measurable pesticide residues were found in nearly 60% of 

these samples and only 38.3% contained one or more residues within MRLs. The limits 

were exceeded in 3.3% of samples, of which 1.8% were found to be non-compliant.  

Please note that in the case of non-compliance, authorities in the Member States take 

actions proportionate to the associated consumer risk. 

 
(1) The 2024 European Union report on pesticide residues in food,  

https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10054  
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https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2026.10054


 

2 

Furthermore, in 2024, samples were taken under specific EU Regulation for increased 

import controls. From 39,433 imported food samples analysed under these checks, 38.3% 

had no quantifiable residues, and 56.2% had pesticide residues within the legally permitted 

levels. Around 5.5% exceeded EU limits, of which 3.6% were non-compliant. It is 

important to recall that these non-compliant batches were stopped at the border and did not 

enter the EU food market. 

I would like to remind you that actions are taken at EU level to implement the principle set 

out in the Vision for Agriculture and Food (2) that the most hazardous substances banned 

in the EU for health and environmental reasons are not allowed back to the EU through 

imported products, with the launch of a study to support the preparation of an impact 

assessment that will consider the impacts on the EU’s competitive position and the 

international implications, and the adoption by the Commission of the Food and Feed 

Simplification Package on 16 December 2025  which proposes changes to Regulation (EC) 

No 396/2005 (3) that, if adopted by Council and Parliament would enable the Commission 

to adopt Regulations lowering all MRLs for the most hazardous substances not approved 

in the EU on a case-by-case basis if found appropriate in the light of the outcome of an 

impact assessment. 

As regards “cocktail effects”, the Commission, the European Food Safety Authority 

(EFSA) and the Member States have been jointly working on a methodology to evaluate 

the cumulative effects of multiple residues of pesticides in food and drinking water since 

2013. This new methodology uses probabilistic calculations to evaluate the cumulative 

consumer health effects of pesticide residues when exposed via food and water. Member 

States are currently conducting pilot testing of the prospective CRA methodology before 

its integration into regulatory decision-making. The adoption of CRA for regulatory 

decision-making will position the EU as a global leader in addressing cumulative dietary 

exposure to pesticides as it advances EU safety standards and strengthens consumer 

protection. 

In addition, the Commission is reviewing the export of hazardous chemicals, including 

EU-banned pesticides, with the aim of protecting people and the environment, while noting 

that an EU-only export ban would not stop non-EU countries buying similar or more 

harmful chemicals elsewhere. Many such substances are already restricted or banned under 

international agreements such as the Stockholm and Rotterdam Conventions, which the 

EU implements through its Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 (4) (POPs Regulation) and 

Regulation (EU) No 649/2012 (5) on the export and import of hazardous chemicals (PIC 

Regulation). The Commission therefore sees cooperation with importing countries and 

stronger enforcement of these rules as key, while supporting third countries in moving to 

 
(2) Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic 

and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions. A Vision for Agriculture and Food Shaping 

together an attractive farming and agri-food sector for future generations. COM(2025) 75 final. 

(3) Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 February 2005 on 

maximum residue levels of pesticides in or on food and feed of plant and animal origin, ELI: 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/396/oj  

(4) Regulation (EU) 2019/1021 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on persistent 

organic pollutants, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1021/oj  

(5) Regulation (EU) No 649/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 July 2012 concerning 

the export and import of hazardous chemicals, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/649/oj  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3a52025DC0075
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2005/396/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2019/1021/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2012/649/oj
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safer chemicals, improving fairness for EU farmers, and reducing risks to EU consumers 

through imported food. 

Please be reassured that we make all our efforts to ensure that the EU’s food and feed 

safety framework remains one of the most rigorous in the world, a source of pride and a 

non-negotiable priority for the European Commission. 

Yours sincerely, 

Almut BITTERHOF 

Head of Unit 

Electronically signed 

Electronically signed on 29/06/2026 14:04 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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