Brussels, 9th May 2023

To:
Ms Stella Kyriakides Commissioner for Health and Food Safety

Cc:
Mr Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal
Mr Virginijus SinkeviCius, Commissioner for Environment, Oceans and Fisheries

Subject: 10 demands to urgently address shortcomings and flaws in the EU pesticide
authorisation system

Dear Commissioner Kyriakides,

We, the 83 undersigned civil society organisations, are writing to you to ask you to respond
urgently to the unfulfilled requests from the European Parliament to improve the current
pesticide authorisation system in Europe and ultimately ensure the high level of protection that
EU law requires.

Five years ago, following citizens' concerns over the evaluation of glyphosate in Europe, the
European Parliament set up a special committee (PEST) to investigate the authorisation
procedure for all pesticides’. After nine months of investigations, the PEST committee
concluded that the primary objective of Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 to ensure a high level of
protection for the environment, human and animal health, was not fully achieved as a result of
major shortcomings in the pesticide authorisation system. To address this worrying situation, it
provided more than 100 specific recommendations, which were largely endorsed by the
European Parliament's Plenary in 20192 All were meant to improve protection from pesticides
and to restore citizens’ trust in the European institutions after glyphosate’s reapproval in
December 2017.

On the four-year anniversary of the adoption of this report and while glyphosate is being
re-evaluated, an assessment by PAN Europe revealed® that only 15% of the recommendations to
improve the pesticide authorisation system have been implemented. The remaining ones have
been followed up only partly, inadequately or not at all by the Commission, Member States and
the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). These include recommendations that aim to
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improve the conditions for an objective, transparent and high quality risk assessment, which
truly endorses recent independent scientific literature and is protected against any conflicts of
interest, while in cases of uncertainty strictly applies the precautionary principle in
decision-making.

In these four years, the European Court of Justice has also highlighted infringements in the
implementation of the EU pesticide Regulation, such as the misuse of the “emergency situation”
derogation,” the lack of transparency in the decision-making procedures® and clarifying the legal
requirement to thoroughly assess the toxicity of pesticide active substances as well as
products.® Moreover, studies continue to show that pesticide use in Europe still poses a threat
to human health, including that of children’ and the environment.” According to the European
Environment Agency, in 22% of European rivers and lakes at least one or more pesticides are
still detected above the safety level, whereas a biomonitoring study across five EU countries
revealed that at least two pesticides were detected in 84% of survey participants®.

These findings undermine the Commission's claim that protecting European citizens,
biodiversity and ecosystems from the harmful effects of pesticides stands as a priority. They also
run counter to the expectations expressed by European citizens to gradually phase out the use
of synthetic pesticides in Europe®. Furthermore, they conflict with the EU’s Chemicals Strategy
for Sustainability, the One Health Approach and the Beating Cancer Plan.

We welcome the European Green Deal, its flagship Farm to Fork Strategy and the proposal for a
Sustainable Use of Pesticide Regulation. We acknowledge that this highly needed general
framework has the potential to meet some of the PEST Committee’s recommendations, namely
by cutting in half the use and risk of pesticides and of the more hazardous ones by 2030, and
banning pesticide use in sensitive areas, such as those used by the general public and of
ecological importance. Nevertheless, the scope of the PEST Committee recommendations was
first and foremost to improve the implementation of the existing pesticide authorisation system
to ensure a high level of protection for human health and the environment, which remains to be
addressed.

Therefore, we ask you to ensure the work of this Parliamentary Committee is not left
unattended by the current Commission. We therefore call on you to augment the discussions
with other Commissioners, Member States and your services to follow up on these
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recommendations, starting with what we consider to be the 10 most urgent demands to
improve pesticides assessment in Europe.

To discuss the particularly important content of this letter, we hope you will agree to meet with
us in the forthcoming weeks.

Thanking you in advance for your consideration and your reply.

Sincerely yours,

Angeliki Lyssimachou
Head of Science and Policy
Pesticide Action Network Europe

On the behalf of:
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